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    FORGIVENESS

W

hat comes to your mind when you think of the word forgiveness? Forgetting? No more pain? No more anger? Letting bygones be bygones? Letting someone off the hook? Unfairness? Injustice?


“To Forgive Someone” means to stop feeling angry with somebody who has done something to harm, upset you and to stop feeling angry with yourself. For example, if somebody hits you when there is nothing to hit, and if you don’t hit him to take revenge and behave him in a friendly way, it shows you can forgive him.

Every people in this world can do mistakes and thus annoy or hurt somebody even though they usually don’t want to be harmful towards him. However, because of the human psychology, people can’t control themselves and annoy some people when they are angry. If it happens, it is better to forgive, which is one of the important things in our life, since “forgiving” first brings peace to people and to the world, because if everybody forgives each others, nobody becomes each other’s enemy. For example, if a person injures somebody even though he doesn’t want to do it, and if the person who is wounded forgives him, there isn’t a problem between these people anymore. However, if he retorts him, the problems between those two people continue. It is needed for countries for general peace in the world, too. In daily life, if Israel had forgiven Philistine’s attack or if Philistine had forgiven Israel’s attack for just one time, there wouldn’t’ have been thousands of dead people in both country. Therefore, “forgiving” is very significant whatever and where it is.  

Also, most of the religions advice to forgive the person who hurt you or made a bad thing for you. For example, Koran that is the religious book of Islam advice to Muslims to forgive the people whatever they did to you. Also, it tells Muslims that if a person becomes a forgiver, (s) he could go to Heaven. Furthermore, a very famous Islamic philosopher have a very famous quote which “Come to visit me who you are, whatever you did to me.” 
Moreover, the Bible advises to people to become a forgiver. For example, Bible says that “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” Also, Jesus which is the prophet of the Christians behaves as a forgiver. For example, one day while he was having dinner, he was visited by a broken, repentant prostitute. Her emotions were uninhibited. Expressing deep affection for the Lord, she washed his feet with her tears, dried them with her hair, kissed them, and poured an expensive perfume on them. Therefore, he doesn’t refuse her; he forgives her and advice the people around him to be forgiver.    

However, there are some times when it  is impossible to forgive somebody.For example,  one shudders to think of a wife offering forgiveness to an unrepentant alcoholic husband who has privately beaten her and publicly humiliated her. Such forgiveness isn’t the kind of love her husband needs. It isn’t in his best interest for her to release him from accountability for these violations of their marital vows. Also, there are some times it is impossible to forgive somebody because of his behavior. For example, if anybody hurts or lies on you for his benefit, it is almost impossible to forgive as in the Crucible. 
In The Crucible, there are some events between people. If I were a character of Crucible, I could sometimes forgive another character but sometimes I couldn’t. For example, if I were John Proctor, I couldn’t forgive Abby because of several reasons. Firstly, Abigail seduced me, therefore I committed adultery even though it is a great sin for me. Also, she had a sexual relationship even he is a married man and made the relationship between John and Elizabeth  a little bit bad. Moreover, she accused a lot of girl as a being of a witch and using witchcraft. Therefore, she is responsible for their death and real murderer, even though she doesn’t kill them directly. Lastly, she lied about Elizabeth a lot. For example, she lied the court by saying Elizabeth always have puppets with needles and accused Elizabeth as a being of witch, even though she is not.

If I were Elizabeth, I wouldn’t forgive John, because he had an adultery relation with Abby even he is her husband. Also, in the film of Crucible, he didn’t defend his wife in the court enough and didn’t try to fight against the employee of the court when they came to take Elizabeth to court.

If I were Tituba, I couldn’t forgive Abigail, because in the film version of Crucible, when Parris assumes that Abigail used witchcraft against Betty, he denies and accuses Tituba with witchcraft even she isn’t a witch. Therefore, it causes a lot of trouble to Tituba such as she is beaten to confess the truth- actually it is the lie.

If I were John Proctor, I would never forgive Abigail, because when she witnessed to John Proctor about the puppet event, she was against Abigail so, she was accused by Abigail by using witchcraft. Therefore, she lied about John Proctor, however she was right about lying because if she hadn’t lied, she would have been hanged. For that reason, she lied to save herself even she caused Proctor’s death.     

All in all, every person has different type of psychology. Therefore, people sometimes would make mistakes even though they know or not know their mistakes. Although it is hard to forgive somebody sometimes as I couldn’t forgive Abigail but, it is better to forgive for establishing peace  to relationship that is between people.  If you don’t forgive, nobody can object you but if you forgive, you do a god job for general peace of this world. Let’s forgive each other who we are. 
