DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Plot: Basic Understanding

1.) The action takes place in Romeo’s room.

2.) During the scene, Benvolio speaks to Romeo and Romeo speaks to Benvolio.

3.) In this passage, Benvolio goes Romeo’s room to find out the reason for his melancholy. Benvolio approaches his cousin. With a touch of sadness Romeo awakes and, Romeo tells Benvolio that he is in love with Rosaline, but that she does not return his feelings and has in fact sworn to live a life of chastity. Benvolio counsels Romeo to forget her by gazing on other beauties, but Romeo contends that the woman he loves is the most beautiful of all. Romeo departs, assuring Benvolio that he cannot teach him to forget his love. Benvolio resolves to do just that.

It is the first scene of the act one. This scene is important because the conflict is first time seen in this scene. Also, it is the first time (scene 1), the audience sees Romeo. Moreover, in this scene Romeo’s love to Roseline is learned. Also, in this scene, it is learned that Romeo and Benvolio are very close to each other, they are more than being nephew.

Setting/Stage Set Up

 4.) On the sheet

 5.) A Rose: At the beginning of scene, Romeo sometimes smells it.   

A Blanket:  While Romeo is napping, he uses it to cover her body.

Chairs: At the beginning of the scene Romeo naps on it. Also, when he wakes up he continues to sit on the chair. Moreover, when Benvolio comes to the scene, he uses it to sit. In other parts of scene, the chairs are used to sit. The key point is that Romeo and Benvolio usually sit on the chair instead of standing during some parts of the scene.

A Paper, a pen and an inkwell : Romeo writes a poem between line 178 and 188. He 

uses them for writing.  

A Watch:  Benvolio looks at the beginning of the scene before he says “But new struck nine”

Character Insights

6.)

· Romeo is sleeping, this situation motives Benvolio to say “Good-morrow”

· Romeo says he is so sad; it motives Benvolio to ask Romeo why he is so sad.

· Benvolio says “Alas, that love, so gentle in his view / Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof!” it motivates Romeo to explain why he loves.

· Romeo says “Dost thou not laugh?” and  it motivates Benvolio to say he isn’t happy, he is sad by saying “No, coz, I rather weep.”

· Romeo tries to leave after he said “Farewell, my coz.” It motivates Benvolio to say “Soft! I will go along / An if you leave me so, you do me wrong.”

· Romeo says that Benvolio can’t teach him to forget Roseline, and it motivates Benvolio top say  “I'll pay that doctrine, or else die in debt.”

7.) Romeo is sad at the beginning of the scene; therefore, he is so thoughtful and unhappy. For that reason, Benvolio aims-his goal-  to find out a reason for his melancholy. First, Romeo doesn’t say why he is sad -that is the obstacle of scene. Therefore, Benvolio asks Romeo that he is in love or he isn’t in love. At last, Romeo confesses that he is in love with Roseline, so Benvolio gets his aim.   

Dialogue 

       8.) It is explained on the script.

Miscellaneous

· Even though we need to start to play in 105th line, when Montague and Lady Montague exits, we will start a few line before to create a background and show Benvolio talks Romeo for learning why Romeo is so sad. However, we will not act this scene directly. Therefore, Romeo will be seen first and then Benvolio’s and Montague’s lines will be heard from the back of the scene and then Benvolio will come to scene.

· Music will be used at the beginning of the play while Romeo is sleeping. 

