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LENGTH UNIT SYSTEM

METRE

Metre is fundamental unit of length in International systems of measurement.  It is equal to approximately 39.37 inches in U.S. Customary measure.


However, 250 years ago there wasn’t any measurement unit that was meter. Firstly, in 1670, a French priest put an idea about creating a length measurement system that depends on “meter”. However, he couldn’t affect anybody with his idea. After 130 years later, the meter was defined by the French Academy of Sciences in 1790 which was the first time that the meter was showed as a measurement unit. In this year, it was described as 1/10,000,000 the quadrant of the Earth's circumference running from the North Pole through Paris to the equator. Yet, its definition or usage wasn’t common in France or on the World on these days. Yet , one year later, France put an agreement at usage of meter, so meter’s life started.

In 1889, International Bureau of Weights and Measures established an international prototype metre .It was a bar of 90 percent platinum and 10 percent iridium between two lines. It was mostly proved and close to the metre that are being used today. 
In 1960, lighting technology was improved so, advanced in the techniques of measuring light waves had made it possible to establish a more accurate and easily reproducible standard not dependent on any artifact.

In 1960 the metre was thus defined in the International System of Units as equal to 1,650,763.73 wavelengths in vacuum of the orange-red line in the spectrum of the krypton-86 atom. (Also, in this year an agreement was gotten about other measurement systems like mass system. We call it Systeme Internationale) 

By the 1980s, advances in laser measurement techniques had yielded values for the speed of light of an unprecedented accuracy, and it was decided in 1983 by the General Conference on Weights and Measures that the accepted value for this constant would be exactly 299,792,458 meters per second. The metre is now thus defined as the distance traveled by light in a vacuum in 1/299,792,458 second.

At the beginning of 20th century, more than 20 countries were using “metre”. It was 45 countries in1945. Now more than 100 countries are using metric system. In Turkey, after 1931, we leaved from Ottoman measurement system and started to use this metric system.
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1 Meter


m


1m


1 Decameter


Dm


10m

1 Hectometre


Hm


100m

1 Kilometre


Km


1,000m

1 Decimetre


Dm


1/10

1 Centimetre


Cm


1/100

1 Millimetre


Mm


1/1,000

OTTOMAN UNITS FOR MEASUREMENT

1 Merhale
45480m
: It was common for measuring big distances.

1 Fersah
5685m

: It was mostly being used by ships

1 Eski mil
1895m

: It was taken from Europe’s mil.

1 Berid

227m

: It was used for measuring fields or areas.

1 Kulaç
1.89m

: It is about equal to a person’ fathom.

1 Zirai mimari
75.35m
: It was used for measuring fields.

24 Parmak
0,68m

: It equals to twenty-four fingers’ lenght.
1 Arşın

65cm

: It was usually being used for measuring material.


